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Seu tu querelas, frve geris jocos, 





Seu rixam, et infanos amores, 
Seu facilem, pia tefa, fomnum; 
Defcendee. — —- — — — 











2RINKING is one of thofe popular vices, 
which moft people reckon among their 
venial failings, and it is thought no great 






™® blot on a man’s character, to fay he takes 





his glafs rather too freely. But as thofe 





vices are moft dangerous and likely to prevail, which if not 





approved are at leaft excufed by moft people, I have been 





tempted to examine, whether Drinking really deferves that 
quarter it receives from the generality of mankind: and I 
Vor. Il X x 






muft 








554 Th CONNOISSEUR, No. 92. 
muft own, that after a ftrict attention to the principal mo- 
tives that induce men to become hard-drinkers, as well as 
to the confequences which fuch exceffes produce, I am at 
a lofs to account for the received maxim that “ in good wine 


« there is truth ;” and fhould no more expect happinefs in 
a full bowl, than chaftity in the bar of a tavern. 


Tue incentives to this praétice are fome of them very 
fhocking, and fome very ridiculous; as will perhaps appear 
from the following charaéters. Poor Heartly was bleft 
with every noble qualification of the head and heart, and 
bade fair for the love and admiration of the world, but was 
unfortunately bound in a very large fum for a friend, who 
difappeared, and left him to the mercy of the law. The 
diftreffles, thus brought upon him by the treachery of another, 
threw him into the deepeft defpair, and he had at laft re- 
courfe to drinking, to benumb (if poffible) the very fenfe of 
reflection. He is miferable when fober, and when drunk 
ftupified and muddled: His misfortunes have robbed him 
of all the joys of life, and he is now endeavouring wilfully 
to put an end to them by a flow death. 


Tom Buck, from the firft day that he was put 


into breeches, was always accounted 2 boy of fpirit: and 
before he reached the top of Weftminfter {chool, knew the 
names and faces of the moft noted girls upon town, toffed 
off his claret with a fmack, and had a long tick at the tat 
vern. When he went to Cxford, he efpoufed the Tory 


party, becaufe they drank deepeft ; and he has for fome years 
been.accounted a four-bottle man. He drank for fame, and 
has fo well eftablifhed his charaéter, that he was never 
known to fend a man from his chambers fober, but gene- 
rally laid his whole company uhder the table. Since his 
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leaving the univerfity, nobody ever acquired more teputa- 
tion by Electioneering ; for he can fee out the ftouteft free- 
holder in England: He has, indeed, fwallowed many a 
tun in the fervice of his country, and is now a founder pa- 
triot by two bottles than any man in the county. 


Poor Wou’d-be became a debauchée through mere bafh- 
fulnefs, and a foolith fort of modefty, that has made many a 
man drunk in fpite of his teeth, He contracted an 
acquaintance with a fet of hard drinkers, and though he 
would as foon chufe to fwallow a dofe of phyfic, has not 
courage to refufe his bumper. He is drunk every night, 
and always fick to death the next morning, when he con- 
ftantly refolves, to drink nothing ftronger than fmall beer 
for the future; but at night the poor fellow gets drunk 
again through downright modefty. Thus Wou'd-be fuffers 
himfelf to be preft into the fervice ; and fince he has com- 
menced a jolly fellow is become one of the moft miferable 
wretches upon earth. 


Honest Ned Brimmer is at prefent the moft difmal objec 
that ever fell a facrifice to liquor. It was unluckily his firft 
ambition to promote what is ufually called Good Fellowthip : 
In this undertaking he has in a very few years entirely ruined 
his conftitution, and now ftalks up and down in {fo piteous a 
condition, as might infpire his companions with more melan- 
choly reflections than an empty bottle. He has quite loft 
all appetite; and he is now obliged to keep up a weak arti- 
ficial heat in his body, by the fame means that deftroyed the 
natural warmth of his conftitution. Rum, brandy, and uf- 
quebaugh are his diet-drinks, and he may perhaps linger a 
few months, before he falls > martyr to Good Fellowthip. 
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Havinc thus taken a fhort view of the unhappy mo- 
tives, that induce men to become hard-drinkers, few. perhaps 
will think fuch reafons any recommendation to Drunkennefs: 
nor can I imagine they will grow more fond of it, by ob- 
ferving what ftrange creatures they are during their intoxi- 
cation. Shakefpeare calls it * putting a devil into their mouths 
** to fteal away their brains ;” and indeed a cup too much 
turns a man the wrong fide out ; and wine, at the fame 
time it takes away the power of ftanding from the legs, de- 
prives the mind of all fenfe and reflection. It is whimfical 
enough to confider the different effects, which wine produces 
on different tempers. Sometimes, like love, it makes a 
fool fenfible, and a wife man an afs; and feems to imbibe 
a new quality from every different body, as water takes a 


tincture from the ground it runs through. 


Hor ace has with great pleafantry recapitulated the various 
effects of wine in a ftanza, which I have placed at the head 
ofthis paper. One man grows maudlin and weeps; ano- 
ther becomes merry and facetious; a third quarrels, throws 
a bottle at his companion’s head, and could run his deareft 
friend through the body; a fourth is mad for a girl, and falls 
in love with a ftreet-walker, or an old woman roafting 
chefnuts ; while to a fifth, the liquor ferves as an opiate, 
and lulls him to fleep. Shakefpeare has alfo fhewn this vari- 
ety of characters with great humour. Ca/fo crys, “ let’s to 
‘* bufinefs,”’ and immediately begins to hiccup out his prayers, 
and belches out his hopes of falvation: Juftice Silence, who 
does not {peak a word while he is fober, has no fooner {wal- 
lowed the rouzing cup, than he roars out a catch, and 
grows the noifieft man in the company. It is reported to 
have been one of the mioft exquifite entertainments to the 
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choice fpirits in the beginning of this century, to get Addifon 
and S¢zele together in cofhpany for the evening. \Sreele-enter- 
tained them till he was tipfy; when the fame wine that ftu- 
pified him, only ferved to elevate ddifin, who took up thé 
ball juft as Steeve dropt it, and kept it up for the reft of the 
evening. They who have never been prefent. at a fcene of 
this kind may fee the whole group of drunken characters; 
difplayed at one view with infinite hutmour, in Hogarth’s 
Modern Midnight Conver fation. 


Tuus excefs of drinking verifies all the transformations 
recorded in the fable of Girce’s cup; and perhaps the true 
reafon why Bacchus is always painted with horns, is to in- 
timate that wine turns men into beafts, Indeed, if none 
were to indulge themfelves in drinking, except thofe who, 
like Steele and Addifon, could be witty and agreeable in 
their cups, the number of hard-drinkers would be very hap- 
pily diminifhed. Moft men have fo little right to plead an 
excufe of this fort in vindication of their drunkennefs, that 
wine either makes them very rude, very ftupid, or very mad: 
It is a vulgar error to fuppofe that liquor only fthews ilt 
qualities, fince it alfo frequently creates them ; and engen- 
ders notions in the mind quite foreign to its natural difpofi- 
tion, which are the mere effects of wine, and break out, 
like blotches and carbuncles om the face: The difguftful 
appearance, which moft people make when they are drunk, 
was what induced the Spartans to intoxicate their flaves, and 
few them to their children, in order to deter them from 
fo odious a vice: In like manner let the Choice Spirit, who 
is often feen hanging his head over the pot, or fnoring in an 
armed-chair in a tavern, reflect what a fhocking figure he 
muft have made, when he fees the drunken beggar fleeping 
on a bulk, or rolling in the kennel. 
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Whoever thus confiders the motives that generally in- 
duce men to give into thefe exceffes, and how ridiculous 
and -unhappy they are often rendered by the effects, will 
hardly be tempted by the charms of a bottle: and, indeed, 
Hard-Drinking is frequently one, among the many evils, 
that arife ftom want of education. The dull {quire, fettled 
in the country, who has no tafte for literary amufements; 
has nothing, except his dogs and horfes, but, his bumper to 
divert him: and the town {quire fits foaking for the fame 
reafons inatavern, Thefeare the common herd of Bacchus’s 
fwine: but nothing is more fhocking, than to fee a man of 
fenfe thus deftroying his parts and conftitution. It not only 
makes a terrible innovation in his whole frame and intellects ; 
but alfo robs him of the fociety of thofe like himfelf, with 
whom he fhould affociate, and reduces him to the level of 
a fet of wretches; fince all may be admitted to his com- 
pany and converfation, who are able to tofs off a bumper. 


TyeEse confiderations are fufficient to convince us of the 
evils which refult from hard-drinking: but it will fhock us 
ftill more, if we refiec&t how much it will influence our life 
and conduct.. Whoever is engaged in a profeffion will never 
apply to it with fuccefs, while he fticks fo clofe to his bottle; 
and the tradefman, who endeavours to make bufinefs and plea-~ 
fure compatible, will never be able to make both ends meet. 
Thus whether health, fame, or intereft is regarded, Drunken- 
nefs fhould be avoided ; and we may fay with Ca/fo, “* Every 
** inordinate cup is unbleft, and the ingredient is a Devil.” 
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